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Background

The EMISPHER consortium examined the situation regarding health care in the Mediterranean

countries. Some needs have been identified that the EMISPHER project focused on:

= the need for an appropriate telecommunications infrastructure able to support the delivery of
Healthcare locally and remotely.

The ITU Development Sector Reports on “Telemedicine and developing countries” underlined some

problems that the use of information and communication technologies could help to solve. For

countries or region with limited medical expertise and resources, telecommunications services have

the potential to provide a solution to some of these problems.

Innovazione e impatto

The project put together the cutting edge European technology developed in the frame of previous
EU funded projects, to provide an integrated Internet and Satellite platform, dedicated to health
applications, and covering the whole Euro-Mediterranean area thus contributing to qualitatively
improve health care system of the Mediterranean basin Countries and to provide services through
a Telemedicine network based on the multimedia satellite technology.

Obiettivi del progetto

The main objective of the EMISPHER project was to establish a Tele-medicine service platform
integrating Internet based and highly interactive applications via satellite to foster networking
between all health care professionals in the Euro-Mediterranean countries:



= developing the concept of cross-Mediterranean Virtual Medical University; establish a
permanent medical and scientific link;

= establishing cross-Mediterranean Virtual Centre of Excellence powered by affordable tele-
consultation services to leverage high level medical expertise;

= contributing to, & share common databases: medical assistance records, epidemiology
data, continuous medical education contents

= establishing common working procedures: tele-consultation, tele-education, remote
medical training, medical assistance



